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Call Agenda 

Å Project Recap & Updates (Polly Hicks) 

Å El Niño and Regional Climate brief (Dan McEvoy) 

Å Guest Speaker: Western US wildfire season update (Tim Brown) 

Å IOOS Nearshore Conditions brief (Jan Newton, Clarissa Anderson, Francisco 

Chavez) 

Å Environmental conditions and impacts reporting and discussion (Polly Hicks) 

Å Discussion 
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Project Recap and Updates 

Å NOAA West Watch bi-monthly webinars are a project of the NOAA West 

Regional Coordination Team 

Å Goals of the project: 

ï Document and share environmental conditions information and impacts on human systems 

and NOAA mission at the regional scale 

ï Improve awareness of environmental observations and human system impacts across NOAA 

mission lines 

ï Improve regional communication and coordination  

ï Improve external communication of regional impacts 

Å Next webinar: January 9, 1-2PM PDT/ 2-3PM MDT 
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Call Agenda 

Å Project Recap & Updates (Polly Hicks) 

Å El Niño and Regional Climate brief (Dan McEvoy) 

Å Guest Speaker: Western US wildfire season updata (Tim Brown) 

Å IOOS Nearshore Conditions brief (Jan Newton, Clarissa Anderson, Francisco 

Chavez) 

Å Environmental conditions and impacts reporting and discussion (Polly Hicks) 

Å Discussion 
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Happy New Water Year! 

Water Year 2017 precipitation percentiles Water Year 2017 temperature percentiles 

https://wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/   

https://wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/
https://wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/
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California Heat Wave 

http://scacis.rcc-acis.org/   

http://scacis.rcc-acis.org/
http://scacis.rcc-acis.org/
http://scacis.rcc-acis.org/
http://scacis.rcc-acis.org/
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Wet Winter & Hot Summer Sets Stage for Wildfire 
Outbreak 

October 1-8 fire danger indices for Sonoma County 

http://clim -engine.appspot.com/  

http://clim-engine.appspot.com/
http://clim-engine.appspot.com/
http://clim-engine.appspot.com/
http://clim-engine.appspot.com/
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Weather (High Wind) Key to Wildfire Spread 

October 8 wind speed  
for Sonoma County 

Å Max wind gust at Santa Rosa RAWS 
Å October 8-9 
Å 68 mph peak 

http://clim -engine.appspot.com/  
https://raws.dri.edu/   

http://clim-engine.appspot.com/
http://clim-engine.appspot.com/
http://clim-engine.appspot.com/
http://clim-engine.appspot.com/
https://raws.dri.edu/
https://raws.dri.edu/


ENSO Status 
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Å ENSO Alert System Status: La Niña Watch 

 

Å ENSO-neutral conditions are present 

 

Å Equatorial sea surface temperatures (SSTs) are near-to-below average across the central 
and eastern Pacific Ocean. 

 

Å La Niña conditions are favored (~55%-65%) during the Northern Hemisphere fall and 
winter 2017-18.* 

Credit: CPC 
* Note: These statements are updated once a month (2nd Thursday) in association with the 
ENSO Diagnostics Discussion, which can be found here: 
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/. 



Niño Region SST Departures (oC) Recent Evolution 
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Niño 4 -0.4ºC 

Niño 3.4 -0.8ºC 

Niño 3 -1.1ºC 

Niño 1+2 -1.4ºC 

The latest weekly SST departures are: 



Current Sea Surface Temperatures 
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ENSO Forecasts 

12 Source: NOAA/CPC 



ENSO Forecasts 
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CPC/IRI El Nino forecast:  
 
NMME models + other dynamical 
models + statistical models 

Source: CPC/IRI 



ENSO ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎΧΚΚΚ 
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Tale of two weak La Nina years 

2016-17 2000-01 



November U.S. Forecasts 
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Source: NOAA/CPC 



U.S. Seasonal Temperature Forecasts  

16 Source: NOAA/CPC 

NDJ DJF 



U.S. Seasonal Precipitation Forecasts 

17 Source: NOAA/CPC 

SON OND 



18 

Call Agenda 

Å Project Recap & Updates (Polly Hicks) 

Å El Niño and Regional Climate brief (Dan McEvoy) 

Å Guest Speaker: Western US wildfire season update (Tim Brown) 
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NOAA West Watch Wildfire Update: 
420,002,017th year of biomass burning on Earth 

(California edition) 

 

Timothy Brown  

 
Desert Research Institute, Reno, Nevada 

Program for Climate, Ecosystem and Fire Applications 

Western Regional Climate Center 

24 Oct 2017  



Headlines 

Source: Wildfire Today and LA Times 

Over 7,000 structures burned in recent California wildfiresï where do we go from here? 



Diablo Wind and the Tubbs fire 

Source: John Blanchard, San Francisco Chronicle 



Source: New York Times 

~ 9:43 PM 

10:30 PM 

11:00 PM 

12:00 AM 

1:00 AM 

2:00 AM 

3:00 AM 

Oct 8-9 Tubbs fire  
progression 

Red dots buildings burned 



The 5 fires 



The EDDI perspective 



Record low dead fuel moisture 



Media communication 



DRIôs CANSAC WRF 



Santa Rosa RAWS 

March 2009 



Smoke impacts 

Source: KQED, AirNow and Bay Area Air Quality Management District 

Smoke over Santa Rosa 



A brief history of California destructive wildfires 



Outlook 



Outlook 



Outlook 



Greetings From 

Reno! 

Fire near Timôs house 
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NANOOS Update      

 

www.nanoos.org Climatology App  

SST from buoys:  cooling, evidence of La Niña? 

http://www.nanoos.org/
http://www.nanoos.org/


Satellite Temperature Anomaly 

NANOOS Update, www.nanoos.org Climatology App  

August 2017 September 2017  


