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Call Agenda

Å Project Recap & Updates (Dan McEvoy)

Å El Niño and Regional Climate brief (Dan McEvoy)

Å Guest speaker: Dr. Nina Oakley, California post-fire debris flow hazards heading 

into winter 2018/2019

Å IOOS Nearshore Conditions brief (Jan Newton, Alex Harper)

Å Discussion - Environmental conditions and impacts reporting (All)

ïAdditional impacts to share?

ïFuture guest speaker or thematic issue of interest?
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Project Recap and Updates

Å NOAA West Watch bi-monthly webinars are a project of the NOAA Western 
Regional Collaboration Team (NOAA West), in partnership with the Western 
Regional Climate Center with standing contributions from the three Integrated 
Ocean Observing System Regional Associations. 

Å Initiated in 2015, evaluated in 2016 and re-instated as a bi-monthly offering in 
2018.  Current goals:

ïServe as forum for bring together NOAA staff and partners from across the 
agency and region to share information about regional scale environmental 
observations and impacts on human systems.

ïHelp facilitate interdisciplinary connections and the exchange of 
information among agency staff and partners on regional climatic and 
oceanic conditions, particularly departures from normal.

These webinars are not formal public releases of data.
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Project Recap and Updates

Å This is the first webinar offering for Fiscal Year 2019 and the Western Regional 
Climate Center has taken over leading the webinars  

Å NOAA West has provided funding to the Western Regional Climate Center to 
offer three more in Fiscal Year 2019 (November, January & Spring/Summer 
timeframe). Next webinar: January 22nd, 1-2PM PDT/ 2-3PM MDT. 

Å 2019 is a transitional year.  The team is investigating options for permanent 
hosting.  If no permanent host and/or operational funding is found, these 
webinars will conclude at the end of summer, 2019. 

Å Request: If you find these webinars helpful, or if you have ideas of in-region 
entities that may be open to taking on this webinar please let me know:  
(mcevoyd@dri.edu).  
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Reminder: NOAA West Watch Survey

ÅSurvey closes THIS FRIDAY, November 30

Åt[9!{9 ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ
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California Wildfires: Climate and Drought Context

Camp Fire:
Å Start: November 8
Å 153,336 acres
Å 18,793 structures destroyed
Å 85 deaths
Å 249 missing
Å D0 Abnormally Dry

Woolsey Fire:
Å Start: November 8
Å 96,949
Å 1,643 structures destroyed
Å 3 deaths
Å D2 Severe Drought
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California Wildfires: Climate and Drought Context

Driest May 1 ςNov 8
1957-2018

4th warmest May-Oct
Mean Temp, 1895-2018

2nd warmest May-Oct
Min Temp, 1895-2018

http://scacis.rcc-acis.org/

https:// wrcc.dri.edu/Climate/Tracker/CA/

http://scacis.rcc-acis.org/
https://wrcc.dri.edu/Climate/Tracker/CA/
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California Wildfires: Climate and Drought Context

Energy Release Component
Sac Valley/Foothills

Evaporative Demand Drought Index
2-weeks ending November 8, 2018

Å Reflects contribution of live and 
dead fuels to potential fire 
intensity

Å Record high values in week 
leading up to Camp Fire

Max
2018

Average

Å Temperature, humidity, wind, and 
solar radiation

Å Reflects the drying power of the 
atmosphere

https://app.climateengine.org/https:// gacc.nifc.gov/oncc/fuelsFireDanger.php

https://app.climateengine.org/
https://gacc.nifc.gov/oncc/fuelsFireDanger.php
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Precipitation

Precipitation % of Normal
October 1 ςNovember 25, 2018

Precipitation % of Normal
November 19 ςNovember 25, 2018

https://climatetoolbox.org/tool/Climate-Mapper

https://climatetoolbox.org/tool/Climate-Mapper
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Temperature

Mean Temperature Anomaly
October 1 ςNovember 25, 2018

Mean Temperature Anomaly
November 19 ςNovember 25, 2018

https://climatetoolbox.org/tool/Climate-Mapper

https://climatetoolbox.org/tool/Climate-Mapper
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Snowpack

https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/

Accuweather.com November 7, 2018
Photo: Keystone Resort


