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Figure 2: Science-quality (delayed 3-weeks), daily interpolated 
standardized sea surface temperature anomalies (SSTa) in the 
California Current ecosystem available for analysis of MHW 
presence. Dark outline shows the current extent of MHW conditions, 
as delineated by values of the normalized SST + 1.29 SD from 
normal. Blue dashed line represents the US West Coast EEZ. Data 
from NOAA's Optimum interpolation Sea Surface Temperature 
analysis (OISST), with the SST anomaly calculated using 
climatology from NOAA's AVHRR-only OISST dataset.

Fall MHW (Sep – Nov)

https://www.integratedecosystemassessment.noaa.gov/regions/california-current/california-current-marine-heatwave-tracker-blobtracker
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This storm season has been 

unusually intense this year, with 

multiple major storm tracks 

including a bomb cyclone 

generating a historical pressure 

drop and 13-meter waves. 





N o r t h w e s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  N e t w o r k e d  O c e a n  O b s e r v i n g  S y s t e m s

To summarize:
Coastal conditions

• La Niña advisory.

• Fall (Sep-Nov) MHW dissipated; offshore WA coastal buoy relatively normal temperature. Temperature 
anomaly variation at nearshore coastal buoys, but nothing exceptional.

• No hypoxia issues

Puget Sound

• Warmer and saltier than average across all basins, cooler than average and fresher than average surface 
water in Hood Canal in January. Puget Sound retentive of heat and saltier signal from past.

• Oxygen anomaly mixed between basins; minor hypoxia in Hood Canal into December, no fall fish kills.

Chlorophyll & HABs

• Satellite data show offshore blooms October and December; blooms within Salish Sea throughout fall.

• HAB species have been present off and on, but in small numbers. 

Waves

• Big wave events throughout October-December due to storms.
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