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Call Agenda

Å Project Recap & Updates (Dan McEvoy)

Å Regional Climate and ENSO brief (Dan McEvoy)

Å IOOS Nearshore Conditions brief (Beth Curry, Alex Harper, Megan Hepner-

Medina)

Å Discussion - Environmental conditions and impacts reporting (All)

ïAdditional impacts to share?
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Project Recap and Updates

Å NOAA West Watch webinars are run by the Western Regional Climate Center, in 
partnership with the NOAA Western Regional Collaboration Team (NOAA West) 
with standing contributions from the three Integrated Ocean Observing System 
Regional Associations. 

Å Project Goals:

ïServe as forum for bring together NOAA staff and partners from across the 
agency and region to share information about regional scale environmental 
observations and impacts on human systems.

ïHelp facilitate interdisciplinary connections and the exchange of 
information among agency staff and partners on regional climatic and 
oceanic conditions, particularly departures from normal.

These webinars are not formal public releases of data.
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Project Recap and Updates

Å NOAA West provided funding to the Western Regional Climate Center to offer 
three webinars in Fiscal Year 2019 (November, January & September). 

Å The Western Regional Climate Center has agreed to provide funding to support 
a quarterly NOAA West Watch in 2020 in January, April, July, and October. The 
NOAA West Watch will be reassessed again at the end of 2020.

Å Request: If you find these webinars helpful, or if you have ideas of in-region 
entities that may be open to taking on this webinar please let me know:  
(mcevoyd@dri.edu).  
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Current US Drought Monitor
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US Drought Monitor 2 Month Change Map
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October-December Precipitation and Temperature

Precipitation % of Normal
October-December, 2019

Temperature Anomaly
October-December, 2019

https://wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/

https://wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/
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December Precipitation and Temperature

Precipitation % of Normal
December, 2019

Temperature Anomaly
December, 2019

https://wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/

https://wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/
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Pacific Northwest Snow Drought

January 4 Snow Water Equivalent Percentiles

Å Pacific Northwest:
Å Well below normal 
Å Rapid improvements 

occurring this week

Å Sierra Nevada:
Å Near normal
Å Dry stretch since mid-

December with 
locations falling 
slightly below normal

Å Four Corners:
Å Above normal

https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/

https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/
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Pacific Northwest Snow Drought

End of Day January 3 Snow Water Equivalent Records
Record Low, 2nd Lowest

https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/

https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/
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Pacific Northwest Snow Drought

End of Day January 6 Snow Water Equivalent Records
2nd Lowest

https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/

https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/
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Pacific Northwest Snow Drought

Last 30 days:
ɲtǊŜŎƛǇƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ґ нтΦсέ
ɲ{²9 Ґ тΦфέ

https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/

https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/
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Pacific Northwest Snow Drought

Last 30 days:
ɲtǊŜŎƛǇƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ґ тΦуέ
ɲ{²9 Ґ фΦрέ

https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/

https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/
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Pacific Northwest Snow Drought
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Southern California Snow

Modeled Snow Depth
January 4, 2020

Big Bear Lake Snowfall
Oct 1 ςJan 6

1961 2020

SNOW

Fog
Low-levelclouds

EOS Worldview: https://worldview.earthdata.nasa.gov/

January 6, 2020

https://worldview.earthdata.nasa.gov/
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Southern California Snow

The 5 Freeway closed through the Grapevine north 
of Los Angeles due to snow. Nov. 28, 2019. Photo: 
CHP

Heavy rain and mountain snow caused major travel delays and road 
closures the week of Thanksgiving, one of the busiest travel weeks of 
the year

http://scacis.rcc-acis.org/

http://scacis.rcc-acis.org/


ENSO Status September 9, 2019
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Å ENSO-neutral conditions are present.*

Å Equatorial sea surface temperatures (SSTs) are near-to-above average across the Pacific 
Ocean.

Å The pattern of anomalous convection is generally consistent with ENSO-neutral.

Å ENSO-neutral is favored during the Northern Hemisphere winter 2019-20 (70% chance), 
continuing through spring 2020 (~65% chance).*

Credit: CPC
* Note: These statements are updated once a month (2nd Thursday) in association with the 
ENSO Diagnostics Discussion, which can be found here: 
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/.



Niño Region SST Departures (oC) Recent Evolution
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Niño 4 1.2ºC

Niño 3.4 0.7ºC

Niño 3 0.3ºC

Niño 1+2 0.1ºC

The latest weekly SST departures are:



Sea Surface Temperatures ς2019/09/08
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Current Sea Surface Temperatures
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ENSO Forecasts
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CPC/IRI El Nino forecast: 

NMME models + other dynamical 
models +statistical models

Source: CPC/IRI



January 18-31 U.S. Forecasts
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Source: NOAA/CPC

Temperature Probability Precipitation Probability



January-March Forecasts 

24Source: NOAA/CPC

Temperature Probability Precipitation Probability
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NOAA West Watch Update 7 January 2020: 
Washington / Oregon Observations

Beth Curry, APL -UW Physical Oceanographer 
on behalf of

Jan Newton, NANOOS Executive Director
www.nanoos.org

Northwest 

Association of 

Networked 

Ocean 

Observing 

Systems

http://www.nanoos.org/


NANOOS:  www.nanoos.orgClimatology app Sea Surface Temperature Anomaly
NCDC Optimum Interpolation SST

November 2019

(oC)

Water Temperature Anomaly

http://www.nanoos.org/


Figures and analysis by Dudley Cheltonand Craig Risien, OSU 

SST anomaly MSL anomaly

ϥ.ƭƻōΩ LƴŘƛŎŜǎ



Sea Surface Temperature Anomaly
NCEI Optimum Interpolation SST

NANOOS:  www.nanoos.orgClimatology app

September 2019August 2019

(oC)

Water Temperature Anomaly

http://www.nanoos.org/

